COURSE: TECA 1303 

TITLE: Families, Schools, and  Community 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A study of the child, family, community and school, including parent education and involvement, family and community lifestyles, child abuse, and current family life issues. Students are required to participate in 15 hours of field experiences with children from infancy through age 12 in a variety of settings with varied and diverse populations. Students will be required to submit to a criminal background search as prescribed by the program and campus in which they are enrolled for this class. (3 Lec.) 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:                        

The student will examine research on parenting styles;  discuss issues relating to families and communities; discuss literature relating to diverse lifestyles and multi-cultural influences; examine research on abuse and neglect as it occurs in the family. The student will identify effective parenting techniques; identify characteristics of functional and dysfunctional families; demonstrate the ability to communicate and interact with parents and families; recognize signs of abuse and neglect; describe ways to work effectively with abusive behaviors; and develop activities to enhance understanding of diverse lifestyles and multi-cultural influences.
COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 

"Home-School Relations" (2nd edition) (ISBN #0-205-36772-0)by Mary Lou Fuller and Glenn Olsen (Allyn & Bacon-www.abacon.com) 
"Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Early Childhood Programs" (revised edition) (ISBN #0-935989-79-X) by Sue Bredecamp and Carol Coppell 
(NAEYC - www.naeyc.org) 

GRADING: 

**Community Resources....................10% - Create a community resource file. Each resource should be placed on the Resource Form found in the Course Documents section. The resources you choose should be ones that provide support for families and should include sources of economic, social, special medical and educational needs, and recreation. If appropriate as a support for families, national and state organizations should be included.
**Reference Search...........................10% - Conduct an Internet search on books, support groups, web sites, etc. related to family issues and parenting. Describe each. Your description should also include appropriate identification information (title, web site, E-mail address, etc.)
**Parent Handbook...............................10% - You will develop a parent handbook that could be used for a child care center or school. The parent handbook should include everything that a parent should know when enrolling their child in a center or school. You should design a cover and include artwork, drawings, etc. whenever appropriate. You may use a real or ficticious name for your center/school. 

ASSIGNMENTS..................................24%
You will complete all Assignments described in the 3 modules. 

DISCUSSIONS………………………………14%

During each week's discussion, you need to participate a minimum of three times. The quality and depth of your responses in addition to the number of times you respond or pose questions, will be taken into account in determining your grade. The discussion topics are attached to this syllabus.   The method used to participate in the discussions is found in the Instructions.
 FINAL EXAM.......................................32%
Your Final Exam is attached .  All questions are worth 1 point unless otherwise indicated. 

Module  1

Reading: Chapters 1-4 in "Home School Relations" and pages 3-51, 75, 80, 118-125, 131, 158-159, 161, 163, & 171 in "Developmentally Appropriate Practices" 

Assignments: 

1A - Interview a parent of a single-parent home, a blended family and an intact family. Ask them to identify differences between theirs and their parents' experiences as parents. Write a paper describing what you learned and your reflections on the interview.

1B - Read two articles on families and write a review of each. Your reviews should include the title, author, date of publication, summary and your opinion/interpretation. 

1C - Identify the cultural characteristics of your family and how these characteristics affected your family life. Describe a family with a different cultural background you have known and compare and contrast the two families.

1D - Watch the movie "Parenthood" (with Steve Martin) and analyze the parenting styles of the five families depicted in the file.

1E - Examine the role of mediation in working out problems between the custodial and non-custodial parent.

Module  2

READING: Chapters 5,6,7,8,& 9 in "Home School Relations"

ASSIGNMENTS

2A -Interview 3 teachers and/or administrators from a variety of child care through elementary school settings who have been teaching for over twenty years. What changes do they see in the roles of teachers, parents, and children? What are the positive changes? The negative changes?  Reflect on what you learned.

2B - Interview 4 parents (parents of children in preschool, elementary school, middle school, and high school) and 4 teachers (teachers of preschool, elementary school, middle school, and high school). Ask them about their perspective on relationships between parents and teachers. Compare the responses between parents and teachers and between age groups.

2C - Think of a time when you knew you were not being listened to. How did you know? What was the behavior of the person to whom you were speaking? How did you feel? What was your response? 

2D - Ask three friends to think about a person they consider a good listener. Interview them about the qualities they think makes the person so. Make a list of these qualities and compare them with what you know about yourself as a listener. 

2E - Interview three teachers from a variety of child care and elementary school settings. Ask them about the principles and the techniques they use for communicating with parents. Where appropriate and possible, obtain examples of written communications, such as newsletters. Analyze what was described and given to you for communicative flow. Note especially where parent voices were heard.

2F - Survey schools and centers in your area as to the nature of their parent-involvement programs.  Reflect on what you learned.

2G - Visit a Head Start program and investigate their parent-involvement program.    Reflect on what you learned.

2H - Link to either the ARC or Disability Resources (http://www.metronet.com/-thearc/welcome.html or http://www.icdi.wvu.edu/Others.htm) to determine available resources for families having children with special needs. Describe each resource. 

2I - Interview a parent of a child with special needs. Ask them to share their experience with child care and/or public school. Describe what you learned.

2J - Assume that you are the director of an early childhood program serving infants through school-agers. Which of the family involvement models would you want to implement at your center and why? 

Module  3

READINGS: Chapters 10,11,12,13, 14, & 15 "Home School Relations"

ASSIGNMENTS

3A - Find your state government web site and read the sections in your state constitution that deal with education. How are they similar to or different from the sample North Dakota Constitution? 

3B - Link to the Children's Defense Fund (http://www.tmn.com/cdf/index.html) to determine information on educational law and parental rights related to programs for children. What did you find? 

3C - Find the web site for your state legislature. What bills are being considered that deal with child care and education? Briefly describe each. 

3D - Develop a list of resources in your community that respond to and help families who are violent. 

3E - Determine the income and expenses of a single parent making minimum wage and raising three children. Use your community to determine expenses: housing, food, transportation, health care, etc. What are the effects on the children living in this family? 

3F - Visit one of the fathering web sites listed on p. 316-320 in your text. What services and information do they provide for fathers?. Describe what you found. 

3G - Interview two fathers; one who had children prior to 1960 and one who had children after 1980. How did fathering differ for the two men? 

3H - Find out how the local school district you are in works with parents that want to home-educate their children. Are there any limitations? How is testing/assessment done? What about extra-curricular activities? 

3I - Interview children (ages 5-17) that have been or are being home-educated. Ask the students to describe the experience. Do they miss having more friends? What do they do when they are not being home-educated? If they have been in public/private school, ask how home education compares to this environment. 

RESOURCE  FORM

Name of Resource/Agency_______________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City__________________________________Zip_______________
Phone________________
Hours of Operation_______________________
Services Offerred_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Cost of Services________________________________________________
Other information_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Discussion Questions

1. "Getting to Know You" In the discussion, answer these questions: In what type of facility do you work? With what age do you work? Why are you taking this course? Feel free to share any other information.

2. In recent years, families have moved away from their extended family as opposed to living in the same home or at least nearby. How has this increased mobility affected today's families.

3. Explore your thoughts and feelings about gay/ lesbian parents. How would your attitude affect the child of gay/ lesbian parents in your care?

4. Why does there appear to be an uneasy tension between teachers and parents? Why can't teachers and parents trust each other to have children's best interests at heart?

5. Think about your teachers from elementary or secondary school. Which teacher would you look forward to having a frank conversation with - and which would you not? What makes your memories different?

6. Think about your elementary school experience. How were your parents and your friends' parents involved in school? How and why has the philosophy of parental involvement changed since then?

7. Assume that you are a child care provider who has the required education to work in child care but no specialized training. You teach 3-year-olds. Your director informs you that in a week you will have a new child enrolled in your room that has cerebral palsy, cannot walk yet, isn't toilet trained and has frequent seizures. What would be your first reaction and what would you do?

8. We, as educators, often hear the comment by teachers, "The parents whose children are not a problem show up for open house, parent-teacher conferences, etc. Why can't we get the "other" parents involved? We could really "help" them, and they could help us with their child." Comment.

9. Should the rights of parents or the rights of schools weigh more heavily when a dispute reaches the courts? What else needs to be considered?

10. What are ways that child care and schools can respond to effects of poverty?

11. Can fathers be as nurturing as mothers?

12. Why is there so much conflict between public schools and those who home school?

13. Do children do better in a family with two parents who are only "staying together for the children" or a single parent family?

14. How does NAEYC's "Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Early Childhood Programs" see the role of early childhood programs related to parents and families?

The  Developmentally  Appropriate Classroom  Environment  Is  One Where  The  Children/Students Most Often:

Lead




rather than follow the teacher

Create



rather than duplicate

Move




rather than wait

Make the lines


rather than color in them

Speak



rather than listen

Initiate



rather than listen passively

Raise Questions


rather than answer the teacher’s 







questions

Solve their own problems
rather than the teacher’s problems

Make Art



rather than do crafts

Emphasize the Process

rather than the product

Use authentic skills


rather than drill and practice

Make books



rather than fill in workbooks

Decide



rather than submit

Choose wisely


rather than being told

Make a plan


rather than follow the teacher’s plan

Try again



rather than fail

FINAL  EXAM  -  TECA 1303

1. Describe family structures and interaction patterns and how they influence growth and development of children.

2. How has parenting and family life changed since 1900?
3. Identify characteristics of functional and dysfunctional families.
4. Explain the importance of being sensitive to differences in family structures as well as social and cultural backgrounds as they relate to child rearing practices.
5. Describe needs and challenges of families caring for children with special needs.
6. Evaluate effects the community has on a child and his/her family.

7. Explain the importance of maintaining codes of ethical conduct when working with families and community professionals.
8. Describe historical legislation and public policies affecting children and families, including children with special needs.
9. Explain how a child's home language other than standard English affects their English language development.
10. How can you to enhance all children's awareness and appreciation of languages and cultures
11. Describe activities to enhance understanding of diverse cultures and lifestyles  (5 pts)
12. Describe how to establish and maintain strong, positive, collaborative relationships with families in early childhood/school age programs
13. Identify ways teachers can work effectively with parents or primary caregivers to address children's needs and promote their development  (4 pts)
14. Explain the importance of respecting parents' choices and goals for their children
15. Describe how to involve parents in planning for their individual children
16. Describe policies which promote "family-friendly practices"
17. Which of the parenting styles described in the text is the most effective? Why?
18. If a parent of a child you care for has a parenting styles that you feel is not appropriate, what could you as a teacher do?
19. Jimmy's parents are in their early 20's. Mike's parents are in their early 40's. Describe the developmental stage each set of parents is in and the effect of that on their child's growth and development.
20. How could you identify a child who is from a dysfunctional family?
21. What can you do as a caregiver or teacher to support a family who has a child with special needs?
22. As a teacher, what codes of ethical conduct should you follow?

23. Describe current legislation and public policies affecting children and families, including children with special needs.

24. In planning for diversity, what different cultures and lifestyles need to be considered?

25. Mimi’s mother doesn’t want her to get fat so she only brings juice in her bottle.  You know that it is important for children to drink milk.  How do you balance a respect for the parent’s choice with your knowledge of what she is doing is wrong?

	
	 


